'CHAPTER  II.

THE SOURCES OF THE JEWISH  MARRIAGE LAW,

THE main sources of the Jewish Marriage Law are the
provisions of the Mosaic code embodied in the Penta-
teuch, and those which are laid down ii; the Talmud.

The laws of the Mosaic code concerning marriage have
pre-eminently a negative character, prohibiting that by
which the purity and sacredness of the conjugal life
might be disturbed and defiled. They are very explicit.,
especially in regard to prohibited marriages. Adultery
and incestuous connections, within certain degrees, are
treated as capital crimes. Concerning the mutual rights
and duties of husband and wife and concerning divorce
only a few positive provisions are made and some occa-
sional hints are given. No fixed forms of concluding
marriage are expressly mentioned. Whatever the law
omitted in this respect was probably left to the customs
arid usages which had been established prior to the
Mosaic legislation.

The marital law of the Talmud, (l) which  developed

C1) The treatises of the Talmud almost exclusively devoted to the
laws on Marriage and Divorce are the following: KIDDUSHIN (on be-
trothment); KETHUBOTH (on dower and marriage settlements); YEBA-
MOTH (on levirate and prohibited marriages); SOTA (on the woman
suspected of adultery); GITTIN (on divorce). Besides, these laws are
occasionally discussed also in other parte of the Talmud.
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